BONAPARTE RIVER FISHWAY
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Bonaparte Fishway — Location

Terminal selective fishing

Bonaparte Fishway - History
Built in 1989 :
Ministry of Environment Lands

and Parks (MELP) Fisheries
and Oceans Canada (FOC).

Facilitates access to over
140 km of mainstem and
numerous tributaries.

Species enumerated through the
Bonaparte Fishway

Chinook Steelhead




Operation of the Fishway and
migration timing of salmonids Escapement History
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Bonaparte Band & the Fishway — Bonaparte Band & the Fishway —
Inrrvolvement and Funding Ggals and Objectives

Provides a technician to assist in
steelhead enumeration.
Funded by MELP

Administers and operates the fishway for
chinook and coho enumeration.
Chinook enumeration

Coho enumeration :
Harvesting
Chinook

: Bonaparte Fishway —
Bonaparte Fishway - Harvest History Scaling the harvest to meet the escapement
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Bonaparte Fishway —
Timing the harvest to the escapement

1996 Cumulative 1992-99 Average

Use pas[ year 2000 Cumulative

cumulative counts to SR8

plan current year 5000
In 2000, cumulative curve
exceeded both brood year
(1996) and long term average
(1992-99) cumulative curves 2000
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Bonaparte Fishway —
Select for quality, sex, species.

Live capture allows for
“selectivity” since fish
can be released live.

Select for:
Quality
Species
Hatchery produced fish
Sex
Etc.

Keys to successful harvest —
What has been learned from the Bonaparte

Harvest groups of fish
Don’t harvest single fish, but groups of fish based
upon reaching escapement plateaus

Harvest early in the migration

Bonaparte Fishway —
Timing the harvest to the escapement

Use in-season counts to ~ 600°
determine harvestable 5000
fish

monitoring daily count of

chinook through fishway
determines:
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Bonaparte Fishway —
Harvest Summary - 1994 to 2000

Keys to successful harvest —
What has been learned from the Bonaparte

Ensure community involvement

People who want fish should be prepared to
come to the facility to get them and clean them.

Count your catch

Technicians operating fishway should count and
report harvests.

Chinook Harvested




Bonaparte Fishway — The future

Presently proposals being submitted by
MELP to install electronic fish counter.
“Logie counter” also known as
“resistivity counter”.
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Conclusion — Developing a selective fishery

Not all Bands have the same opportunity
to develop terminal fisheries

Bonaparte Band is fortunate in that a
facility like the fishway is located in their
traditional territory.

Bonaparte Band did, however, develop their
opportunity.

Bonaparte Fishway — The future

MELP proposal will require redesign of the
fishway.
Unfortunately, it is unknown how the

redesign of the fishway may effect its
ability to capture fish.

Potential exists that the Bonaparte Band’s
selective fishery may be adversely
impacted if fish can not be captured as
effectively as they are now.

Conclusion — Developing a selective fishery

Identify an opportunity /need.
Determine a location where mutual goals of
harvesting and stock assessment can be
combined.

Consider:
Quality and quantity of target species.
Ability to harvest selectively.

Funding source.

Combine more than one objective.




