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Questions and/or Requests for Advice from FORUM Participants 
Draft for information purposes – Version ONE Feb. 22, 2018 

The FORUM provides an annual process for information sharing and discussion on Fraser salmon 
fisheries issues between DFO and First Nations (Tier 2) and First Nations with other First Nations (Tier 1). 
First Nation attendees have the opportunity to provide their advice and recommendations on 
management plans.  Presentations and discussion at the February FORUM are intended to assist with 
providing Fisheries and Oceans Canada with your thoughts on the following questions. 

We hope this approach is helpful and we welcome your feedback.  Forum Planning Committee 

An updated version of this document will be made available once the draft IMFP is released. 
 

Fraser Sockeye 

1. The Department will likely be seeking feedback on the length of the Early Stuart window closure in 
2018.  The dates in the table below reflect an approximately three week window closure.  In some 
years, a one week extension of the Early Stuart closure is implemented with the aim of providing 
some protection to some of the earliest returning Early Summer sockeye (Bowron and Taseko for 
example). The table from the draft IFMP is attached below for your reference. 

 

• Do you have any advice on how long (approximately three weeks or four weeks) the window 
closure for Early Stuart sockeye should be in 2018?  

Early Stuart Run Size (p50)= Printed on: 22-Feb-18
A20 Peak=

Management Action
Area

Areas 111, 121, 123 to 127
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Sn, Gn, Tr)

Area 11
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Gn, Tr); July 25 (Sn)1,2

Area 12
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Gn, Tr); July 25 (Sn)1,2

Area 13
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Gn, Tr); July 25 (Sn)1

Areas 14 to 16
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Gn, Tr); Aug 15 (Sn)1

Areas 17, 19, 20 and 21
Earliest potential opening to FN FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 15 (Sn, Gn, Tr)

Areas 18 and 29 27-Jun 20-Jul Noon

Steveston-Mission Bridge 27-Jun 20-Jul Noon

Mission Bridge-Sawmill Cr 29-Jun 21-Jul 6:00 AM
Earliest potential opening to FNs FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 21, noon

Sawmill Cr-Texas Cr 04-Jul 6:00 PM 25-Jul 6:00 PM
Texas Cr-Kelly Cr 04-Jul 6:00 PM 25-Jul 6:00 PM

Kelly Cr-Deadman 04-Jul 6:00 PM 25-Jul 6:00 PM
Deadman-Chilcotin 09-Jul 6:00 PM 30-Jul 6:00 PM
Chilcotin-Quesnel 09-Jul 6:00 PM 30-Jul 6:00 PM
Quesnel-Hixon 09-Jul 6:00 PM 30-Jul 6:00 PM

Hixon-Prince George 12-Jul 6:00 PM 02-Aug 6:00 PM

FN's FSC:  Open to selective fishing for chinook (dip net 
and 8" mesh gill net) and open in tribs for sockeye and 
chinook.

Prince George-Stuart R 12-Jul 6:00 PM 02-Aug 6:00 PM FN's FSC: some allowable harvest in terminal areas.

1 Gear restrictions remain in place to protect Sakinaw sockeye until July 25 (Queen Charlotte and Johnstone Straits) and August 15 (northern Strait of Georgia).
2 Additional sockeye closures will remain in place in portions of Areas 11 and 12 until late July in waters north of Lewis Point to protect Nimpkish sockeye. 

FN's FSC:  Open to selective fishing for chinook (dip net, 
angling and potential for 8" mesh gill net) and open in tribs 
for sockeye and chinook.

FN's FSC:  Open to selective fishing for chinook (dip net, 
angling) and open in tribs for sockeye and chinook.

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Open 15-Jul, 7 days/week

Actual Dates
Start (date, time) End (date, time)

Earliest potential opening to FNs FSC fishing for Fraser 
sockeye = July 19, noon
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2. For 2018, the Department is seeking input on two escapement options and their components.  The 
Department will consider all input provided during final escapement plan development. The final 
escapement plan may be different from the two options described here based on input received.   

Option 1 Adjusted 2014 (brood year) Fraser sockeye Escapement Plan 

 

 

Option 2 Adjusted 2010 (brood year) Fraser sockeye Escapement Plan 

 

The two escapement options are described below. The differences between the two options are: 

1. Early Stuart  
o The same fisheries reference points (FRP) are proposed for both option 1 and 2 and is 

consistent with the escapement plan for Early Stuarts since 2013. 
2. Early Summer and Summer Run  

o Option 1 –is consistent with the escapement plan used in 2014 (brood year) with the exception 
that the LAER is proposed to increase from 10% to 20% to allow for additional harvest 
flexibility at low run sizes and high MAs.  In 2014 the TAM cap was increased from 60% to 65% 
to provide some additional harvest opportunity should the return be near average or larger for 
the dominant cycle return.   

o Option 2 – is consistent with the escapement plan used in 2010 (2014 brood year).  This 
escapement plan has more conservative to harvest at low run sizes (LAER 10%) and near 
average at large run sizes (TAM cap 60%).  The reference points were selected in 2010 to 
provide additional protection to weaker stocks within the Early Summer and Summer run.  
Although harvest flexibility is reduced more fish are expected to reach the spawning grounds 
over the forecast range.   

3. Late Run  
o Option 1 –is consistent with the escapement plan used in 2014 (brood year).  The LAER of 20-

30% allows for additional harvest flexibility at low run sizes and high MAs and the 65% TAM 
cap provides some additional harvest opportunity for most of the forecast range given returns 
are near average or larger for this dominant cycle return.   

Harvest Rule Parameters

Management Unit
Low Abundance 
ER (LAER) TAM Cap

Lower Fishery 
Reference Point

Upper Fishery 
Reference Point

Early Stuart 10% 60%               108,000               270,000 
Early Summer (w/o misc) 20% 65%               180,000               514,000 
Summer (w/o misc) 20% 65%            1,020,000            2,914,000 
Late (w/o misc) 20%-30% 65%            1,100,000            3,143,000 

Harvest Rule Parameters

Management Unit
Low Abundance 
ER (LAER) TAM Cap

Lower Fishery 
Reference Point

Upper Fishery 
Reference Point

Early Stuart 10% 60%               108,000               270,000 
Early Summer (w/o misc) 10% 60%               180,000               450,000 
Summer (w/o misc) 10% 60%            1,020,000            2,550,000 
Late (w/o misc) 20% 60%            1,100,000            2,750,000 
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o Option 2 – is consistent with the escapement plan used in 2010 (2014 brood year) with the 
exception that the LAER is proposed to decrease to 20%.  In 2010 the reference points were 
selected to provide additional protection to weaker stocks within the Late run aggregate. 
This escapement plan is more conservative to harvest at low run sizes (LAER 20%) and at 
near average or large run sizes (TAM cap 60%).  The 2018 Late run is dominated by one 
stock (Late Shuswap). Although harvest flexibility is reduced more fish are expected to reach 
the spawning grounds over the forecast range including the weaker stocks within this 
aggregate such as Cultus sockeye.   

 
Although two options are provided the actual escapement plan may look different than either option 
based on consultations this spring.  Some questions that may inform feedback on the proposed Options 
may be:  

 
• Given recent returns and uncertainty in the forecast are there additional actions that should be 

considered to address returns at the lower end of the forecast?  

• Do you support an increase in LAERs for Early Summer and Summer run sockeye?   

• Are there additional measures that should be considered for specific stocks within the 
aggregates that are a concern as far as expected escapements, large or weak? 

• Given this is a dominant cycle outcomes from the plan may result in escapement levels above 
cycle average escapements for the aggregate and some individual stocks within.  Should 
additional harvest in those terminal areas where surpluses are expected to occur be considered?  

 

3. The Department will likely be seeing feedback on a sharing arrangement for Early Stuart sockeye.  A 
proposal similar to 2017 will be put forward with modifications dependent on the 2018 Forecast for 
Early Stuart sockeye.  Do you have any advice or suggestions for improvements on this proposal? 
(see Appendix A). 

4. The Department will be seeking feedback on how to manage FSC sockeye fisheries for stocks other 
than Early Stuart sockeye when there is not enough Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for all to catch the 
amount as set out in licences issued by DFO. 
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Fraser Chinook 
 
5. With respect to 2018 fishery planning, the Department will be consulting on additional conservation 

measures to protect BC Chinook stocks; these will be detailed in the draft IFMP. 
 
6. Are there any considerations that should be given to managing chinook fisheries that take place in 

the Fraser River during the Early Stuart sockeye window closure? 

7. For the purpose of increasing chinook salmon prey availability for southern resident killer whales 
(SRKW), the Department is proposing salmon or fin fishing closures for the following Subareas from 
May 1 to September 30. (See map on Page 4). 

• Subareas 20-3 and 20-4 (Monitoring is planned in the adjacent Subareas 20-1 and 20-5to 
compare foraging behavior) 

• Subareas 18-2, 18-4, 18-5 and 18-9. 
• Subareas 29-6, 29-7, 29-10 and 29-12. 

 
• What is your perspective on the proposed management measures? 
• How might the proposed measures impact your fishery? 
• What could be considered to improve the measures or mitigate the impacts on your 

fishery? 
 
Interior Fraser Coho. 

The objective for Interior Fraser River coho (including Thompson River coho) is to manage Canadian 
fisheries in a highly precautionary manner with fisheries management measures similar to those in 
place prior to 2014.  This approach is expected to achieve an overall exploitation rate in Canadian 
waters within the 3 – 5 % range. 

8. Is their support for the objective as stated above? (same as 2017 approach) 

9. Are there any modifications you would suggest to current management actions? 

 

Interior Fraser Steelhead 

10. With respect to 2018 fishery planning, the Department will be consulting on additional conservation 
measures to protect Interior Fraser Steelhead; these will be detailed in the draft IFMP. 
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Appendix A: Draft Early Stuart FSC Sharing Plan using same formula as in recent years. 
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